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The Mark Degree

o>
) —
mJ C
<
@ >3
D nns
> ~ O
5 | 22
c ©O @ S
) e
.n a e
c
LL s =2
(D) n =
< c
- (@)
@)

~
<<
o =9 m
M %6 ©
~ S 8 <
% @) c o~ = c
~ @ 0] S 2 5
0 < 2 o Qe S Sm®wn o
e IS U] o [N £S5 —=
= © a £ Oy~ =2 3
< = Q o=2 S @ o L 20 x 0] c
- m o .= o e S c o - ONU) Q@
- © N NT o = ~-T =0 -
Q o€ =20 T o W g >80 °a g 8
. 5N 8 o] € 5 == € 8=0<=a® occE ©
< ..&Snn|_0m aMn/m I=)) @© mm\ w U.JHOO.M %mp c
@) Sc o8 ks Q O = Qo5 RE =09 «
Z ScT 40 25 o5 FoZdda NESIQ OpS. &
> T g=0DT S0 260 TEShHaxdc TAo ™ TN .40
o s~ o85S mbw%lﬂ S6ma~ 9 m(n%m G o5 2
ia s 5 S Mo S 902N S mEN 2 S SoA G = EZI0E
ol 988T9TF 250395 Cos85s 928EBgd8 Qc2o¢sg
B2 o3 IZc0pE Bcoflgs BSHLO TS=QE
CogELO >~ o SXoE c8goal ocx - 3= cOoa >
c s >5d.. o2 = .d .. Co=LEd.. C o= Co=Sd...
3=cZ8_© a-c=x_0 30 Zg-_8 aoI=¢ 3mO_. @©
A IT=F W QOS oM W AZ20C0 W asdrFuw A= L
oo promusdolgiiesius TELEE SHR099 BZYL0 aallg LENyY 120 Jdy enl yip| wWeysspuis lapppn 298l
Lod ' ewnoy@iusneqdliyd G186 696 811D uaypeg dijjiud 120 Ny 15| Idy Nyl yip[ Weyssjplig UOSURIIM SBPEYD /59
Lod lBwWawng@LEgLEneonpes  |G991L2E 59810 llEUSIYD pliheq dag ‘i Jeyy uop 35| paoyBlijep) snaanpeg LEgk
wod snjd gaaaid@ouans S9E8L £6110 | MEMONSQ DUBAIG dag 1eg puz ey g pig Jeyy 1BS Yip| Weysajpuig ybapg szl
LU0 [DEMDIUILIOIIXELLLEPUSIY 5OL0 ¥66 B0Z0 LILIOIT) XE| 120 uo pic ady uopy pug lospuipy, Aa|uelD gLgL
YN BIn el uUspUTDISSININN. [1LLF/8 ZE6LD Aa|pa peq 190 Jdy an] puz| WeYBuBo, 81Dy UspUr §95}
Lo’ joegjwspined ZLLZLY 82910 Agfig ned AON B "UE[ 8N] pIg| Weysa|pulg aleg g diyspusid 5551
{03 EWOYTI0E | MP 06LF LB6 8LLD 134231, piseq AOfy BnL 15| Udy "gag ang yip| weysajpuig Ls0g peilong gep)
Lo jaWang@ | zhole i 669 Z¥6 8110 SEQ Y1 o REW "qeq ny] 15| WEYSISAED foyo8y PIO 86EL
Wod AysDaNysyiag ansls S0F0C SEaL0 allysylag s dag “np ady an) pug| propaBuny plopaBuny Zyel
18U ¥ [Ep||E3@uidienied 08E299 BY6LD uijdwes ed 120 U4 Yy Rep u43s)| pioBuliepy| sisisepy 3sU| UoxQ R 3189 OEEL
YN 027 j8us) /59 uoabiyoak 846648 SECHD ggajA 4oag unp “Aepy uopy pug ady uop 15| abejuep) abejeph 402t
W03 ploMIUT) GSIBpUBS BHIW |/G/L0Z LEFLD SISpUES BYIA| unr paj 1587 980 ‘deg 1dy paji pug|  piojBullE, pIojBUlEAA 231
woo |ewb@ueuleads Ueje 0/G9 I¥E 8LLD ueleadg uepy dag “|np “fep Jep U4 puz| swnogbuey swnoqbued v501
LoD prompuidoss abpo) ZELR JIE BLLD lalng L aop 320 dy ‘gaq pap | weyBumop ENUAEN 7D
n"03"[e2sauouee FOFELY FBLLD auo4 Uefy JEN UEP TAON Ny pIg 10SPUIAA 31580 JOSPUIA BLS
o jawsung@)| phssob 559L¥9 0G5H0 uspsog sUyp| 98Q Nyl pIE 190 U4 35| Jdy Ny pug JE Nyl 3sL] WeyBukops Rasiar J5z
Lwod'joefgapisiauuids L5E9 | ¥6 8LID upydoy preq dag “leyy “uer uopy 35E7| WeEYsa[pUIg piodosT gz
Lo 1swang@ainbaw isbos FLFZF SEQLO alinoay 12hoy KON 120 1Byl ‘924 papn pug fangmapy 1=31saynod JZ0
SSalppy |IBW] laguung) a1 allep| 1ejua] saje Bunaap anuagp, abpoT

31Syliag JO 9oUIAOIg Ul S8bpor]




BERKSHIRE MARK

The Province of Berkshire was constituted
in 1994 following the division of the former
Province of Berkshire and Oxfordshire
which was constituted in 1858, two years
after the founding of Mark Grand Lodge in
1856.

The union of the two Craft Grand Lodges
in 1813 ‘moved’ the Mark Degree from
being worked as part of Craft or Royal
Arch Ceremonies and established its
independence.

When numbers had grown sufficiently,
this independence was cemented in 1856,
by the formation of the Grand Lodge of
Mark Master Masons whose sesqui-
centenary was celebrated at the Royal
Albert Hall in 2006. (A splendid recording
on CD is available on loan from the
Provincial Secretary). This degree is the
third largest in Masonry.

All Brethren are eligible to join the Mark
Degree as soon as they become Master
Masons in the Craft and there is no
prerequisite to have attained the chair in
the Craft before becoming a Worshipful
Master in the Mark Degree. In fact, in this
degree there is a very much fuller
explanation of the role of Adoniram, which
helps make some sense of his inclusion in
the Craft ceremony.

This Mark Province of Berkshire has its
own Benevolent Fund, the Berkshire Mark
Benevolent Association (BMBA), which
supports members and their families and
prides itself on its rapid response to
requests for help.

THE DEGREE EXPLAINED

The Mark Degree is one of hope and
encouragement and the ritual is built
upon a single verse of Psalm 118, “The
stone which the builders rejected has
become the headstone of the corner”. It
deals with the building of King Solomon’s
Temple and the various Craftsmen
employed, but its real message is one of
contemplation of human strength and
weakness.

The Degree contains many messages for
the discerning man and illustrates that
the wisest of men can be mistaken, that
the experts are often wrong, that the
weakest can display greater perseverance
than the strongest, that the insignificant
has the potential for distinction and that
we all have a part to play in the Building of
Life. 1t is for each to put his own
interpretation on the message which the
Degree proclaims, but there is a firm
statement that no man is beyond
redemption and the possibility of
distinction is always within our grasp.

Finally the Degree reminds us that when
the wisest and cleverest of the builders
were gathered together only one exhibited
the wisdom necessary to assume the
mantle of leadership.

The degree represents the everyday life of
each one of us, for the Stone hewn from
the virgin rock depicts us all on our
journey through life, and its final
recognition as perfection should be the
guide to our conduct through life so that
we too may finally be found worthy.

This leaflet is published to draw your
attention to the existence of the Mark
Degree and to invite you to seriously
consider taking ‘the next regular step’.

If you wish to know more about Mark
Masonry please take a
look on our website
www.berksmark.org.uk,
speak to one of the Lodge
Secretaries, the Provincial
Secretary, or any member
of the Provincial Executive
whose names, telephone
numbers and email
addresses may be found
on the back of this leaflet
and in the Mark section of
the Berkshire Year Book;
any of them will be very
pleased to help you.




