
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PROVINCIAL CONTACTS 

 
 
Provincial Grand Master 
RW Bro Peter J Sands 
Hanover Cottage, High Street, Bray, 
Maidenhead, Berks. SL6 2AA 
Tel: 01628 634757 (Home) 01628 624706 (Work) 
Email: peterjsands@aol.com 
 
 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master 
VW Bro Nicholas (Nick) J Murzell, PGMO 
5 Kilowna Close, Charvil, Reading.  
Berks. RG10 9QU 
Tel: 0118 934 1573 
Email: njmurzell@googlemail.com 
 
 
Provincial Grand Treasurer 
W Bro Ian B Johnson 
Downlands, 33 Gravel Hill, Emmer Green, 
Reading, Berks RG4 8QN 
Tel: 0118 947 4661 
Email: ib.johnson@btopenworld.com 
 
 
Provincial Grand Secretary 
W Bro Richard (Dick) J Olliver, PAGDC 
15 Hop Garden Road, Hook, Hants. RG27 9ST 
Tel / Fax: 01256 764980. Mobile 07747 100696 
E-mail: berksmark@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies 
W Bro Graham D Seeman, PAGSwdB 
86 Curlew Drive, Chippenham, Wilts SN14 6YQ 
Tel: 01249 655717 
Email: graham.seeman@googlemail.com 
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The Mark Degree 
_______________ 
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_______________ 

 
Consider your next step 

in Masonry 
“the fourth step”



 
BERKSHIRE MARK 

 
 
The Province of Berkshire was constituted 
in 1994 following the division of the former 
Province of Berkshire and Oxfordshire 
which was constituted in 1858, two years 
after the founding of Mark Grand Lodge in 
1856. 
 
The union of the two Craft Grand Lodges 
in 1813 ‘moved’ the Mark Degree from 
being worked as part of Craft or Royal 
Arch Ceremonies and established its 
independence. 
 
When numbers had grown sufficiently, 
this independence was cemented in 1856, 
by the formation of the Grand Lodge of 
Mark Master Masons whose sesqui-
centenary was celebrated at the Royal 
Albert Hall in 2006. (A splendid recording 
on CD is available on loan from the 
Provincial Secretary). This degree is the 
third largest in Masonry. 
 
All Brethren are eligible to join the Mark 
Degree as soon as they become Master 
Masons in the Craft and there is no 
prerequisite to have attained the chair in 
the Craft before becoming a Worshipful 
Master in the Mark Degree. In fact, in this 
degree there is a very much fuller 
explanation of the role of Adoniram, which 
helps make some sense of his inclusion in 
the Craft ceremony. 
 
 

 
This Mark Province of Berkshire has its 
own Benevolent Fund, the Berkshire Mark  
Benevolent Association (BMBA), which 
supports members and their families and 
prides itself on its rapid response to 
requests for help. 

 
 

 
THE DEGREE EXPLAINED 

 
The Mark Degree is one of hope and 
encouragement and the ritual is built 
upon a single verse of Psalm 118, “The 
stone which the builders rejected has 
become the headstone of the corner”. It 
deals with the building of King Solomon’s 
Temple and the various Craftsmen 
employed, but its real message is one of 
contemplation of human strength and 
weakness. 
 
The Degree contains many messages for 
the discerning man and illustrates that 
the wisest of men can be mistaken, that 
the experts are often wrong, that the 
weakest can display greater perseverance 
than the strongest, that the insignificant 
has the potential for distinction and that 
we all have a part to play in the Building of 
Life. It is for each to put his own 
interpretation on the message which the 
Degree proclaims, but there is a firm 
statement that no man is beyond 
redemption and the possibility of 
distinction is always within our grasp. 
 
 

 
Finally the Degree reminds us that when 
the wisest and cleverest of the builders 
were gathered together only one exhibited 
the wisdom necessary to assume the 
mantle of leadership. 
 
The degree represents the everyday life of 
each one of us, for the Stone hewn from 
the virgin rock depicts us all on our 
journey through life, and its final 
recognition as perfection should be the 
guide to our conduct through life so that 
we too may finally be found worthy. 
 
This leaflet is published to draw your 
attention to the existence of the Mark 
Degree and to invite you to seriously 
consider taking ‘the next regular step’. 
 
If you wish to know more about Mark 

Masonry please take a 
look on our website 

www.berksmark.org.uk, 
speak to one of the Lodge 
Secretaries, the Provincial 
Secretary, or any member 
of the Provincial Executive 
whose names, telephone 
numbers and email 
addresses may be found 
on the back of this leaflet 
and in the Mark section of 
the Berkshire Year Book; 
any of them will be very 
pleased to help you. 
 


